DEVELOPMENT: Controversial tower block at Gunwharf Quays will transform city's skyline

Lipstick makes up last

by Neil Evans
Political repartes

THE Portsmouth skyline
is to be transformed by

a controversial flats
scheme featuring a
landmark tower de-

scribed as a ‘lipstick’.

The dramatic final stage of
the Gunwharf Quays develop-
ment will cost £120m and
will continue the city’s trend
for maritime-inspired archi-
tecture,

At its centreplece will be
the 29-storey residential “lip-
stick” tower which will be
modelled on a large funnel.

Architects say It will repre-
sent stoam while the nearby
Spinnaker - due to open later
this year - represents sail.

The scheme will see the
soaring tower joined by two
further blocks of six to 13 sto-

~sreys, with an open area piaz-
za next to the current canal.

And the massive develop-
ment will have 307 flats and
three floors of parking under-
neath with space for 310 cars.

Meanwhile, on the site of
the former officers mess
known as ‘Ariadne,’ there
will be a seven-storey build-
ing with space for 176 flats -
including 126 for people in
‘key” jobs, such as nurses, po-
lice and firemen.

Luxury apartments in the
new development will cost up
to E500,000 and the scheme
will also boast 9.237 sq ft of
restaurant and shop space.

City planning officer Paul
Newbold said the scheme
would give the clty ‘some
thing to be proud of .

And Labour councillor An-
drew Silvester, who first de-
scribed the tower ns ‘the lip
stick’, added: “This is the fi-
aal part of the jigsaw.

‘Gunwharf has - already
won awards and once this is
budlt, hopefully it will contin.
ue to do 80",

The planning application
from developers Berkeley
was given the all-clear when
presented to the clty's devel:
opment control committee,
Work could start as early as
mid-summer 2004 and con-
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An artist’s impression of how the lipstic

k-style tower block at Gunwharf Quay: will change the skyline in Portsmouth

Building watchdogs praise scheme but residents demanded rethink
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